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circumstances of the case, and would have an excellent
effect on the feelings of the Muhammadan population at
this moment/ It only remains to add that the reforms
thus indicated have been carried out, reforms sus-
ceptible of still further development, but which have
in the meanwhile been hailed as a boon by the Musal-
mcin population. The Muhammadan petition and
complaint have ceased to be a constantly recurring
difficulty in the administration of Bengal, and Muham-
madan disaffection has at the same time dropped out
of the cognizance alike of our armies and our Courts.

But perhaps the most distinctive feature of Lord
Mayo's internal policy consisted not so much in his
eTforts to instruct the people of India, as to educate
their rulers. At the time of his accession the Govern-
ment did not know the population of a single District
of its most advanced Province, and the first census
of Bengal (taken under Lord Mayo's orders) unex-
pectedly disclosed a population of 66f instead of 40
millions of people In that Lieutenant-Governorship.
No data existed for estimating the practical effects
which any natural calamity would have upon a Dis-
trict In 1866, when famine burst upon the Bengal
seaboard, the Government remained unaware that
the calamity was imminent until it had become irre-
mediable, and scarcity had passed into starvation,
The proportion which the crops of a Province bore
to its food requirements, the movements of its internal
or external trade, and everything connected with the
operations by which wealth is distributed or amassed,
and by which the necessities of one part of the country